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“Scarlet” super sleuths,
from left, Don and Cathy
Ziegler, Eileen and
Marshall Curtis question
suspect Glo N. Thadarke,
the victim’s wife in “Mur-
der at Mesa Verde” at
Great Falls Library on
Saturday, Oct. 4.
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News
Great Falls Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-917-6449 or greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com

Girl detective, Nancy Drawn, shares murder clues with party guests, charged with solving L. Austin Thadarke’s
murder.

Local Sleuths Solve Murder
Great Falls Library
hosts interactive
murder mystery.
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By Donna Manz

The Connection

W
hy would anyone want to
kill philanthropist, rancher,
and Sezhusezmi Indian cul
tural preservationist, L. Aus-

tin Thadarke? Turns out, a lot of people …
and all 10 suspects are corralled in the Com-
mon Room of the Sezhusezmi Historical and
Cultural Archive, colloquially known as the
Great Falls Community Library.

It’s evening in Mesa Verde National Park,
Colo. To celebrate the grand opening of the
Sezhusezmi Historical and Cultural
Archive, endowed by Thadarke, a party
was planned. This special library boasts a
rich collection of books, journals, docu-
ments, artifacts, and other items pertain-
ing to the Sezhusezmi Indian Tribe, whose
reservation borders the park. Scattered
throughout Mesa Verde are ancient cliff
dwellings, one of which is the renown
Trapezoid Tower.

L. Austin Thadarke, guest of honor and
honorary Sezhusezmi Indian, is coming to
dedicate the new artifact and document
repository. Guests are waiting for his arrival
….

The players of Murder Overdue, Fairfax
County Public Library’s Mystery Night
Troupe, brought to life “Murder at Mesa
Verde” at Great Falls Library on Oct. 4. Ten
suspects, a detective, and a sight-unseen

body make up the central conceit of all the
interactive murder mysteries created by Ted
Kavich, branch manager at Kingstowne Li-
brary, and the play’s author, producer, di-
rector, and cast member.

Kavich’s interactive mysteries are light in
tone, marked by a broad comic element. A
diner owner is never with-
out her apron, a junk
dealer carries with him at
all times the accoutre-
ments of his trade, and a
cattle rustler keeps her
lasso by her side. And this
is at a grand party.

Don and Cathy Ziegler of
Great Falls are fans of vintage television
murder mysteries, such as “Columbo,” and
“Murder, She Wrote.” When they read about
it, they signed up.

“We thought it’d be a fun evening. And it
is,” said Don Ziegler.

WHEN L. AUSTIN THADARKE’S bat-
tered, bloody body was found on the ground
32 feet below his room in the Trapezoid
Tower, 10 party guests were immediately
identified as suspects. Forty-two innocent
bystanders, charged with solving the crime,
became amateur sleuths, divided into color-
coded groups. Nibbling on treats, they
mingled with the suspects, who freely im-
plicated one another while building their
own alibis. Intrepid detective Nancy Drawn
shared “clues” that were found strewn about
the tribal grounds.

Could Louis D. Kace, the inept, bumbling
lawyer, have tried to win his first case the
easy way? Was diner owner, Pattie Meltz,
cooking up something besides berry cob-

bler?  Is Pow Ursurv, tennis-tour pro and
Sezhusezmi, serving justice to encroacher
Thadarke? Has alien-abductee and Star
Schlep fan, Hugh Faux, been out-in-space
one too many times? And Scrappy Meddle,
junk dealer … what’s with the free-cheese
fixation?

Great Falls residents
Marshall and Eileen Curtis
participated in an interac-
tive murder mystery once
before, several years ago,
Eileen Curtis said. After
reading about Murder at
Mesa Verde in the newspa-
per, she thought it

sounded like “quite a lot of fun.”
Even Vienna-ites made the trip in to Great

Falls for the murder.
“I thought this was great, a lot of fun,”

said Michael Wesbecher of Vienna. “All the
people here were friendly, and the actors
were very good. I thought they had a pro-
fessional quality about them.”

Carl Anderson of Vienna doesn’t miss any
of the Murder Overdue productions. His
interest is personal; Beth Lee, aka “Glo N.
Thadarke,” is Anderson’s daughter.

FRIENDS OF GREAT FALLS LIBRARY
provided the refreshments, including “free
cheese,” and library staff volunteered their
services, hosting and serving.

Kavich and all actors of Murder Overdue
dedicate their own personal time to the pro-
ductions because, as Kavich said, “we do it
for a love of mysteries and for entertain-
ing.”

“Mardi Gras Murder” is coming up in
November at Oakton Library.

“We do it for a love
of mysteries and
for entertaining.”

—Michael “Ted” Kavich

Reunion
With Cause
Golf tournament in
Herndon brings to-
gether old friends for
military family support.

By Mirza Kurspahic

The Connection

I
t happened decades ago, but Brian
Doherty and Joe Yohe still remember
the play that led to the first of the three

consecutive championships they won with
their McLean Little League team. Doherty,
a 1977 McLean High School graduate, and
Yohe, a 1976 Bishop O’Connell grad, now
share something entirely different: Each
have a son in the United States military.

Yohe’s 23-year-old son is a lieutenant in the
United States Marine Corps and Doherty’s 21-
year-old son will be a lieutenant in the United
States Army upon graduation from the Corps
of Cadets at Virginia Tech.

“John [Yohe] interviewed with several
defense contractors after graduating from
VMI [Virginia Military Institute],” said Yohe
about his son. “He had some nice job of-
fers, but said, ‘Dad, I had a calling to do
this,’” Yohe said about his son’s decision to
pursue a commission in the Marines.

Doherty said when his son broke the news
that he decided to pursue a commission
with the Army, some of his family members
and friends did not receive it well. “Because
rich kids aren’t supposed to do that,” said
Doherty about the reason for the reaction.
Doherty added that people should not be
bemused to see an economically well off
young man join the military. “If an inner
city kid from Detroit or Washington can do
it, so can a rich kid,” said Doherty.

See Reunion,  Page 11

Jeff Johnson, an alumni of McLean
High School, takes his putt shot
during the annual Alumni Golf
Tournament.
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News

See Praise,  Page 5

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Connection

This is the second is a series of articles about
Virginia’s 10th and 11th congressional district candi-
dates. An article about 11th district Republican
candidate Keith Fimian appeared last week. Articles
about 11th congressional district candidate Gerry
Connolly and 10th congressional district candidate
Judy Feder will also appear.

I
n the backcountry of war-torn south
ern Sudan, Africa specialist Ted
Dagney once found a picture of U.S.
Rep. Frank Wolf (R) stuck to a post.

The message attached to it read: “This is
Frank Wolf’s road.”

“This is in a very remote area. There is
nothing out there,” said Dagney who works
for the nonpartisan congressional research
service.

Wolf has fought tirelessly to stop the hu-
man rights abuses and genocide in Sudan
since the 1980s, long before problems in
Darfur gained mainstream media attention.
His efforts gained him widespread recogni-
tion and appreciation from the southern
part of the African country.

“He was there when no one else was there
when it comes to the Sudan issue. He never
shied away. He never said ‘I don’t have time
for this.’ He always has time for issues like
this,” said Dagney.

WOLF, a 28-year incumbent, faces Demo-
crat and health care expert Judy Feder in
an election for Virginia’s 10th congressional
district seat Nov. 4.

Many people consider the Republican a
leader on human rights issues in the U.S.
Congress. He is co-chair of the congressional
human rights caucus and has taken a pro-
active role on human rights and religious
freedom issues in China, Burma, Tibet, Viet-
nam, Indonesia, the Balkans region, Egypt,
Romania, Pakistan, Korea and Afghanistan
— to name a few.

“We count on him all the time. He is one
of the few leaders we run up to when we
need something. … He gives voice to the
voiceless and he is well known around the
world because of that,” said T. Kumar, Am-
nesty International’s advocacy director for
Asia.

Wolf has sponsored anti-genocide reso-
lutions in the U.S. Congress and established
the Helping to Enhance the Livelihood of
People around the Globe (HELP) commis-
sion, aimed an enhancing the leverage and
efficiency of U.S. foreign aid.

As the ranking member of the foreign re-
lations operations subcommittee, he has
restricted assistance to abusive military dic-
tatorships and pressured foreign govern-
ments to give up political prisoners, said
Kumar.

The congressman does much of this work,
despite the fact that it offers very little in

the way of political gain or fanfare, said
those involved in human rights causes.

“He doesn’t get involved just because an
issue is in the papers. He is involved even
when an issue becomes unpopular or for-
gotten,” said Dagney.

INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS
wasn’t always such a priority for Wolf. Af-
ter two unsuccessful campaigns, the Repub-
lican was finally elected to Congress in
1980, the year Ronald Reagan won the
presidency.

At the time, Wolf represented Fairfax
County north of Route 50 and Arlington
County. A former Nixon appointee to the
Department of Interior, Wolf focused on
domestic and local issues. He successfully
lobbied to shift control of local airports to
a regional authority, a talking point he
brought up along the 1980 campaign trail.

But in the mid-1980s, Wolf took two trips
that he calls “life-changing experiences.”

He visited Ethiopia and stayed at a feed-
ing camp during the height of famine in
1984. The next year, he went to Romania,
where he said the then-government was
bulldozing churches and synagogues.

“The squalid conditions of the feeding
camps and the faces of the individual Ethio-
pians who begged for help are unforget-
table,” wrote Wolf in his newsletter in 1985.

Wolf has also taken it upon himself to visit
people and places around the world that
he supports.

Wolf visited the Russian Gulag, has been
to the Chinese prisons where those arrested
in the Tiananmen Square protests are kept
and gone “undercover” to Tibet when it was
closed territory.

“He has done some amazing things at his
own risk to understand what is really hap-
pening,” said Kumar, of Amnesty Interna-
tional.

“If you visit a place and spend a night or

several days, that is a life-changing experi-
ence. To feel it, touch it, smell it, hear it.
That is different than reading about it or
watching a movie,” said Wolf.

WOLF BRINGS the same approach to
local issues that he has to international
problems.

The congressman often gets involved
when he perceives there is an injustice or
suffering.

“Frank is kind of hard to define politically.
… He takes on some little-noticed causes,”
said U.S. Rep. Tom Davis (R-11).

He has railed against toll increases on the
Dulles Greenway Toll Road in Loudoun
County. Wolf also pushed for an investiga-
tion into the way Lyme Disease is diagnosed
after a few constituents complained that
they were having trouble getting proper
medical attention for the illness.

In some cases, Wolf has gone up against
powerful special interests on behalf of con-
stituents.

Wolf publicly criticized Purdue Pharma
company for aggressively marketing
oxycontin when addiction to the prescrip-
tion painkiller became a serious problem in
the western part of his district. The con-
gressman is also fighting Dominion Power
— one of the top donors to Virginia elected
officials — and their efforts to install high-
voltage power lines in Loudoun County.

“He is truly one of the most decent people
in politics. Nothing has ever gone to his
head. He just keeps working hard, no mat-
ter what the issue is,” said Fairfax County
Supervisor Mike Frey (R-Sully), whose dis-
trict overlaps with Wolf’s.

THE REPUBLICAN has also been out
in front on some key issues for the region
over the years, said elected officials.

Compassionate Conservative

Photo by Julia O’Donoghue/The Connection

U.S. Rep. Frank Wolf (R-10) spoke at a Veterans for McCain rally in
Ashburn’s Lansdowne Town Center Oct. 4.

Activists says Wolf
fights for the voiceless
at home and abroad.

Free Lunch or
Dinner for Area
Veterans

Veterans will receive a free lunch or
dinner entrée at McCormick &
Schmick’s Seafood Restaurants and
M&S Grill restaurants Sunday, Nov. 9
in tribute to Veterans Day. Veterans
should show proper identification (VA
card, VFW card, veterans ID, dis-
charge papers, etc.)

Reservations strongly encouraged.
Participating McCormick &

Schmick’s Seafood, M&S Grill Restau-
rants in the area include:

Mccormick & Schmick’s Seafood
Restaurants in Reston Town Center,
703-481-6600, opens at 11:30 a.m.;
8484 Westpark Drive, McLean/
Tysons, 703-848-8000, opens at 5
p.m., as well as M&S Grill Restaurant
at Reston Town Center, 703-787-
7766, opens at 11:30 a.m.

For more information visit
www.McCormickandSchmicks.com

Fairgrade
Overview
At Langley High

On Thursday, Oct. 16 at 7:30 p.m.
Langley High School will be hosting
a presentation on the FAIRGRADE
proposal in Fairfax County.
FAIRGRADE advocates major revi-
sions to the current grading policy in
Fairfax County Public Schools. Pre-
senters will be offer an overview of
the proposal as well as an update of
the progress made to date. The pre-
sentation is open to the public.

For more information or questions
contact Insun Hofgard at 703-759-
7877 or at JHOFGARD@aol.com or
visit www.FAIRGRADE.org.

 Conscious
Bean to Host
Presentation

Ever thought of going for a year
without buying anything new? As a
small, but growing numbers of people
re-think what — and how much —
they buy, one can get a feel for how it
goes (short of trying it oneself) from
Jim Dieter and Helene Shore, resi-
dents of Vienna, who spent 2007 fore-
going purchases of anything new, save
toiletries, food, restaurant meals, and
wine.

All are invited to join EcoStewards
Alliance for “Not Buying It” presenta-
tion on Sunday, Oct. 26 at 1 p.m.  at
the Conscious Bean Coffee House,
10123 Colvin Run Road, Unit C, in
Great Falls. To learn more, go to
www.ecostewardsalliance.org or call
Maureen Becker at 571-323-2386.

Week in Great Falls



Great Falls Connection  ❖  October 8-14, 2008  ❖  5www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

703-691-7999

From Page 4

News

Praise, Questioning on Dulles Rail
Through an earmark, Wolf has

acquired federal funding for the
Northern Virginia Regional Gang
Task Force, which is credited with
reducing local crime.

Fairfax County Board of Super-
visors Chairman Gerry Connolly
(D) often points to it as one of the
Fairfax County’s most successful
initiatives. Loudoun County Su-
pervisor Eugene Delgaudio (R-
Sterling) said the task force “has
made a big dent in gang warfare.”

Delgaudio added that Wolf has
also been instrumental in getting
federal officials to work on the
gang issue.

“I needed help from the FBI. I
discovered no one on the board [of
supervisors] knew what MS-13
was. … The FBI briefed the board
privately but they would not have
come had it not been for Congress-
man Wolf’s help,” said Delgaudio.

Others said Wolf is responsible
for the federal backing of the
Dulles rail extension project.

Wolf “has done more than either
[Rep. Tom Davis] or I or even John
Warner to get us where we are
today,” on Dulles rail, said U.S.
Rep. Jim Moran (D-8), while

speaking at a rail rally in the spring
of 2007.

Wolf is on the House of Repre-
sentatives’ transportation appro-
priation subcommittee and “every
year [Wolf] could, he got an ap-
propriation for this, to keep this
project alive,” said Moran at the
same rally.

BUT WOLF’S CRITICS won-
der why, as member of the trans-
portation appropriations subcom-
mittee, the congressman cannot
secure more funding to address
the region’s transportation prob-
lems.

The federal government has not
signed off on the Dulles rail exten-
sion yet and, as recently as this
year, members of George W. Bush’s
administration made serious
threats to yank funding from the
project entirely.

Wolf, a 28-year incumbent,
should have been able to do more
to get the project funded and
started earlier, said his critics.

“If Frank Wolf had any influ-
ence, to get this rail to Dulles, it
would be a piece of cake,” said
Scott Surovell, head of the Fairfax
County Democratic Committee.

Wolf’s opponent, Feder, said the
voters are also looking for a
“change” on Capitol Hill.

“Mr. Wolf has been a member of
congress for 28 years and I, along
with many others, appreciate his
service. …[but] I don’t think Mr.
Wolf can be a force for change and
I am running to bring that
change,” said Feder.

STILL, OTHERS appreciate
what Wolf has done over the years.
The Good Shepherd Alliance and
LINK food bank — which serve
homeless people in Loudoun
County — said Wolf has been in-
strumental in getting federal fund-
ing for their efforts.

The congressman has also
helped the organization solicit pri-
vate funding. In 2002, Wolf sent
out approximately 200 letters to
Loudoun County businesses and
faith communities on behalf of the
Good Shepherd Alliance.

“There is no more tireless
fighter, in our view, for the cause
of the indigent and homeless in
Loudoun County than Frank Wolf,”
said Nicholas Graham, volunteer
spokesperson for the Good Shep-
herd Alliance.

Open House
October 11, 2008, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Great Falls Volunteer Fire Department

The Great Falls Volunteer Fire Department will
be hosting its annual Open House, Saturday,
October 11th, from 10am-4pm at 9916
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, VA 22066.
This year’s theme is “Prevent House Fires!”
We will be showcasing the past, present, and
future of the station, featuring interactive dis-
plays, apparatus tours, games such as a
smoke crawl and children’s fire hose spray, as
well as demonstrations such as a fire fighter
dress up, and more. Free hot dogs and drinks
provided. Meet your local fire fighters and
enjoy a day of fun for the whole family!
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How To Beautify Great Falls?
GFCA to discuss
beautification on Oct. 21.

By Kathleen Murphy

Special to Great Falls Connection

M
ost of us chose to live in Great
Falls because of its unique set-
ting (as reported in the 2020
survey) — its semi-rural char-

acter, its small-town village or country feel,
and its natural setting in the middle of the
woods, with open spaces, abundant wildlife,
etc. A second basis for our choice is the qual-
ity of life available to us — that is, the excel-
lent school system, the sense of community
and family values, and the general safety of
the community.

We residents of Great Falls have our own
sense of “beauty.” We are able to “discern” the
intrinsic value of “semi-rural” and the exquis-
ite beauty of an “untouched natural setting.”
We know the treasure that these features hold,
and we appreciate the opportunity to live in
such a special place. We share this apprecia-
tion in common. 85 percent of us agree that
“preserving the semi-rural character of Great
Falls” is the anchor of our 2020 vision.

Yet when we drive up to our village center,
we are confused. (I will leave it to you to de-
scribe the sources of the confusion .…) If we
compare our ideal picture of our village cen-
ter in the year 2020 with the way things are
today, what would you say is in alignment with
our vision, and where do you think improve-
ments need to be made? And what improve-
ments would you suggest?

The Long-Range Planning Committee is
holding a Village Beautification “launch” meet-
ing on Tuesday, Oct. 21 at the Great Falls Li-
brary Meeting Room from 5 - 7 p.m. to dis-
cuss our impressions of Great Falls’ “beauty”

today and what initiatives we might launch to
effect the “beautification” of Great Falls over
the next eight months. This meeting is being
held at an early hour so that teens who may be
looking for a community service or scouting
project may also join in and propose a project
that they would like to work on. We also invite
neighborhood associations to join in and pro-
pose a beautification project for their neigh-
borhood — or perhaps your neighborhood
might want to take on a small project to beau-
tify the village center.

As a “thought-jogger,” here are the ways in
which “beautification” has been interpreted by
other communitie:

❖ “Beautification” as Visual Touches:
Some communities think of beautification as
adding visual touches to the community to cre-
ate a sense of unity. In an approach similar to
Georgetown in Washington, D.C., North
Wilton Village added village banners, period
street lighting, hanging flower baskets, neigh-
borhood entry signs and gardens, neighbor-
hood accents (benches, trash receptacles, bi-
cycle lock stands, etc.).

❖ “Beautification” as Business Façade
Revitalization: Some communities launch a
more substantial revitalization effort by pro-
viding subsidized funding to businesses to
modify the exterior of their buildings. At the
same time, they increase the commitment of
residents to the revitalization efforts by increas-
ing the number of residents who buy local, and
attend local events. (Old East Village, London,
Ontario, Canada)

❖ “Beautification” as Gardening:
Other communities look at beautification as
largely a “gardening” initiative. “If something
grows out of the soil, it is covered by the Beau-
tification Committee” in Amberley Village. Trees,
shrubs, flowers, rain gardens, etc. are included
in making the village more beautiful.

❖ “Beautification” as Traffic Calming
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Discussing the beautification of Great Falls in the upcoming Oct. 21 meeting, GFCA will ask residents: What improve-
ments they would like to see in the village center?

and Pedestrian Friendliness: The village
of Lisle includes traffic calming and creating a
safer, more pedestrian-friendly environment as
part of their beautification project.

❖ “Beautification” as Environmental
Conservation: “Beautification” is not a new
idea. The Beautification Act of 1965 was
passed by Lyndon Johnson as a gift to his wife
— and is considered to have introduced envi-
ronmentalism as a top priority in the U.S. On
her 70th Birthday in 1982, Mrs. Johnson
founded the National Wildflower Research
Center dedicated to the preservation and re-
establishment of native plants in natural and
planned landscapes.

Lady Bird Johnson feared that the term beau-
tification was cosmetic and trivial. She empha-
sized that it meant much more — “clean wa-
ter, clean air, clean roadsides, safe waste dis-
posal and preservation of valued old landmarks
as well as great parks and wilderness areas.”
Although the first plantings of pansies, aza-
leas and dogwood were placed around the
nation’s capital, Mrs. Johnson emphasized that
she was concerned with pollution, urban de-
cay, recreation, mental health, etc. (She be-
lieved that a beautiful place to walk or a bench
to sit on in a beautiful place was vital for good
mental health.) At the White House Confer-
ence on Natural Beauty (May 1966) she
opened with a question: “Can a great demo-
cratic society generate the drive to plan, and
having planned, execute projects of great natu-
ral beauty?”

Join us on Tuesday, Oct. 21 to determine if
our community has the will to plan and the
willingness to implement a beautification
project this year. Let’s begin by brainstorming
about the most appropriate meaning of “beau-
tification” for Great Falls. All are welcome.

 Kathleen Murphy is the GFCA Chair, Long-Range
Planning, Development and Outreach Committee.
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Opinion

W
hile the economic
news is enough to
ruin your break
fast (and lunch,

and dinner), there are signs of life
and resilience here in Northern
Virginia.

While unemployment climbs in
other parts of the country, employ-
ment is stronger here than almost
anywhere. Proximity to the federal

government in
general, and to the
Pentagon in par-
ticular, continues
to boost our

economy and employment.
We can look forward to new fed-

eral jobs created to support over-
sight of $700 billion in federal in-
vestment in mortgage-related
debt.

The Treasury, along with Freddie
Mac and Fannie Mae, should waste
no time in fixing some of the prob-
lems at the root of the current
housing and mortgage crisis. Ad-
justable rate mortgages should be
rewritten or refinanced for a fixed
rate of 6 percent for 30 years. Pre-
payment penalties should be abol-

ished and banned. Every effort
should be made to keep current
homeowners in their current
homes, and rescue them from the
threat of foreclosure if they are
able to make payments on the ac-
tual value of their homes at a rea-
sonable and fixed interest rate.
These steps will go a long way to-
wards restoring a sense of confi-
dence in the value of most fami-
lies’ primary investment. It’s criti-
cal to let would-be homebuyers
know that the end is in sight for
prices dropping due to foreclo-
sures.

On the home front, August home
sales showed signs of life here,
even during a month notorious
even in good times for low sales
activity.

In communities that are served
by the Connection Newspapers, in
the month of August, more than
120 homes sold for more than $1
million.

To give a sense of the variety of
sales, the home that sold for the
most money in the area in August
was a four-bedroom, four-and-a-
half bath condo in Arlington,

which sold for $5.3 million.
A three-bedroom, three-and-a-

half bath home on an acre in Al-
exandria sold for $3.875 million.
Two homes in McLean and one in
Great Falls each sold for more than
$3 million.

A dozen more condos and
townhouses in Arlington and Al-
exandria sold for between $1.09
million and $2.325 million.

A four-bedroom home in Vienna
sold for $1.6 million on Aug. 27.
A four-bedroom home in Oakton
sold for $1.45 million on Aug. 29.
Ten more homes in Vienna and
Oakton sold in August for more
than $1 million each.

A five-bedroom, six-bath home
on more than five acres in Clifton
sold on Aug.1 for $2.388 million.
A seven-bedroom home on five
acres in Fairfax Station sold on
Aug. 25.

Several homes with Lorton ad-
dresses topped $1 million, along
with at least one in Springfield and
one in Centreville.

A home on a little less than an
acre on Broad Creek Place in
Herndon sold for $1.275 million

on Aug. 21.
A six-bedroom home on half an

acre in Ashburn sold for $1.845
million on Aug. 6.

At the other end of the spectrum
is a glimpse of affordability that
we haven’t dreamed of in this area
in nearly a decade.

Some examples:
In Arlington, 10 condos sold in

August for less than $200,000, six
of those for under $150,000.

In Reston, 14 homes — condos
and townhouses — sold for under
$200,000, with another 16 selling
between $200,000 and $300,000.

In Herndon, more than 40
homes, mostly townhouses, sold in
August for less than $200,000, 15
of those under $150,00. More than
20 more sold for between
$200,000 and $300,000.

Even in McLean, more than a
dozen condos sold for less than
$300,000.

With homes at the top of the
market selling, and new opportu-
nities opening up at the affordable
end of the market, our area’s real
estate market and home values
should be reassuring.

Signs of Life
Time to count our blessings in North-
ern Virginia; real estate market alive
at both ends of the spectrum.

Editorial

Letters to the Editor

Doctors Appeal
For Disclosure

To the Editor:
In America, it is expected that the public be

apprised of the state of health of the President.
It is even more important that the public be
fully aware of the state of health of a potential
President.

In May of this year the McCain campaign
released details of his medical records in a
peculiarly restrictive manner, permitting re-
view of 1,173 pages to a selected group of re-
porters for only three hours, with photocopy-
ing of material prohibited. There are valid
medical questions about Sen. McCain’s prog-
nosis that have not been satisfactorily an-
swered by that session.

In 2000 presidential candidate John McCain
was diagnosed with a particularly serious can-
cer, an invasive malignant melanoma. Sen.
McCain’s doctors have represented his 2000
tumor as Stage IIA, which has an 80 percent
five-year survival rate and a 60 percent 10-year
survival rate. But reporters’ notes from the re-
leased records raise concern that this staging
may be overly optimistic regarding a poten-
tially lethal cancer, Stage III, in which the 10-
year survival is more like 30 percent.

There are those who observe that it has been
eight years since this tumor was removed and
there has been no recurrence. But it is impor-
tant to note that late recurrences are not un-
common in melanoma, and that remission is
not a cure.

On Friday, Oct. 3, The New York Times pub-

lished a statement calling for full disclosure of
John McCain’s medical records. This request
was signed by 2,817 physicians, including
myself.

The American people are entitled to a full
understanding of the health risks to Mr.
McCain. Lack of candor fuels speculation that
there is something to hide.

It is imperative that the McCain campaign
put an end to fear and speculation about the
seriousness of the Senator’s invasive melanoma
by releasing all records from the original diag-
nosis, treatment and subsequent evaluations.
The American people deserve no less.

Nancy V. Bruckner
MD, dermatologist

McLean

Voting for Area
‘Renaissance Man’

To the Editor:
In a congressional campaign, some things

need sunshine — and Frank Wolf is no excep-
tion. What on earth has Frank accomplished
for us, his constituents, over the years?

We hear he’s traveled to countries that prac-
tice abusive human rights, but hey, what has
he done for us lately?

❖ Frank Wolf traveled to Darfur and pressed
for aid, also traveled to Russia and China;

❖ Frank Wolf exposes foreign abuses against
political prisoners and women;

❖ Frank Wolf warned about youth gangs in
Virginia, got federal funds to get rid of them;

❖ Frank Wolf excels at bringing leadership
to the table to solve problems with constitu-

ents;
❖ Frank Wolf strongly supports the surge in

Iraq;
❖ Frank Wolf warned for months that we

are $9 trillion in debt that flows to China;
❖ Frank Wolf warned about $54 trillion of

unfunded liabilities backed by U.S. govern-
ment;

❖ Frank Wolf warns the U.S. will lose its
AAA bond rating in 2012;

❖ Frank Wolf has consistently pressed for
improved transportation infrastructure in
NoVa;

❖ Frank Wolf obtained the funds improving
the George Washington Parkway;

❖ Frank Wolf, along with John Warner, led
the fight for Federal dollars for rail to Dulles;

❖ Frank Wolf supported the Iraq Study
Group headed by Lee Hamilton and Jim Baker
and worked for bi-partisan implementation of
their findings;

❖ Frank Wolf warns that China is pulsating
with infrastructure development, Shanghai is
unbelievably advanced while our infrastruc-
ture, bridges, roads, crumble;

❖ Frank Wolf reports in 2006 China and In-
dia graduated 900,000 engineers. The U.S.
graduated 40,000 and 40 percent were from
foreign countries;

❖ Frank Wolf reminds us U.S. students rank
24th on the list of countries around the world.

I’m voting for this Renaissance Man. I’m
voting for Frank Wolf Tuesday, Nov. 4. How
about you?

Olivia Jenney
McLean
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Home Improvements and Repairs that Always Get an A+
Fully Insured Class A Contractor

U
nder bright, sunny skies Sunday, Oct. 5 more
than 4,500 art enthusiasts from McLean and
surrounding communities attended the sec-

ond annual McLean Project of the Arts MPAartfest, a
juried art show and sale.

Artfest Attracts Thousands
Nearly 40 regional and local artists showcased their

works in mini-galleries setup throughout McLean Cen-
tral Park. The artworks included paintings, drawings,
watercolor photography, ceramics, fine jewelry and more
that MPAartfest attendees purchased during the event.
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Stephanie and Gene Gately of Great Falls walk around the McLean Central Park while
looking at a variety of art during the MPA Artfest on Oct. 5.

Community

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, VA
CravensNursery.com
2 miles west of I-495
on Rt. 50(Vienna Metro)

703-573-5025 Open  9-6 7 Days

patios, walls
walkways
    paver driveways

and so much more.

25% OFF
ALL TREES
SHRUBS
& PERENNIALS

Fountains, Benches,
Statuary, Hosts, Herbs,

Annuals, Roses, Orchids,
Bonsai

Hardwood Mulch
3 cu. ft. ...$2.99

LANDSCAPE DESIGN
FREE W/MIN PURCHASE

50-75%

35% OFF
Arborvitae, Yews

Blue Spruce

50% OFF
ALL Baskets

Wicker & More

Pansies
& MumsFree Estimate

BULK MULCH
$16.95/$29.75 cu.yd.

BULK TOPSOIL

Plastic Pots
BUY 1 GET 2 FREE

OFF ALL
POTS

650 Pallets

60% OFF Concrete
Pots
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HIGHEST
QUALITY!
LOWEST
PRICE!

CLOSING!

Sizes Available: 2x3 to 12x15, Rounds & Runners • 5x8 from $99 • 8x10 from $199
Hand Made 100% Wool Pile 9x12 from $540 • 8x10 from $400 including Wool & Silk

YES, EVERYTHING MUST GO
Huge Inventory Of Hand & Machine - Made Rugs

From Around The World Are all on Sale

UP to

80%
OFF

PRIME TIME RUGS
46950 Community Plaza, # 11, under Clock Tower; Sterling, VA 20164 • 703-433-0909 or 703-623-6482

Mon–Sat: 10 AM to 7 PM • Sun: 12 PM to 6 PM

LAST DAYS LAST DAYS

CLOSING!

Great Falls Enjoys
New Wine Shop

Customer Eric Wells exam-
ines one of the many wines
Mason Du Vin has to offer.

Ron Faucher is pleased
with the store’s selection of
French wines.

Mason Du Vin owner Hiek Vital and manager Anson Ander-
son offer wine samples from their temperature-controlled
dispenser.

Mason du Vin
opens at Village
Center.
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By Matthew Swift

 The Connection

W
ine enthusiasts have
something to smile
about as Mason Du Vin

celebrated its grand opening on
Saturday, Oct. 4. Inside and out-
side, customers were holding
glasses filled with the new shop’s
various wines. Owner Vital Hiek
greeted customers and recom-
mended bottles as they perused
the nearly 800 options Hiek and
his staff had hand selected.

“We hope to bring a nice, warm,
and cozy place where people can
come together and relax,” said
Hiek of his wine shop. “They can
find wines that they can’t find typi-
cally in bigger stores … here there
are very high-quality and low-pro-
duction wines.”

Customers seemed to enjoy the
complimentary wine tasting which
is something that makes the new
shop stand out. Instead of having
weekly wine tastings like many
wine shops have, Mason Du Vin
has complimentary wine tastings
all day, every day. At all times, up
to 16 different wines will be avail-
able for sampling from tempera-
ture-controlled machines that dis-
penses an assortment of brands.
One machine is already in place
and a second one will be added
soon. The free samples, along with
the variety of wines and the addi-
tion of a new business in the com-
munity had customers buzzing.

“We believe in supporting our
local businessmen,” said Ron
Faucher, who was impressed with
the selection of French wines.
“They’re carrying a lot of products
that you just can’t find any other
place. I’m familiar with some of

the prices and they’re very com-
petitive.”

Hiek brought together a staff of
experts to help ensure his promise
of offering only the best to his cus-
tomers. Among his staff are a
former White House wine consult-
ant, a winemaker, and the former
manager of the high-end City Tav-
ern Club in Georgetown. Each wine
is tasted and must be approved by
all of the testers to be considered
for sale in the shop located in the
Great Falls Village Center.

“What we want is a fine wine
store in Great Falls that focuses on
hand-selected, limited-production
and boutique wines,” said man-
ager Anson Anderson. “We’ve had
a tremendous response. People
have been coming in and they are
impressed with the selection.”

In the near future the store will
feature a wine kiosk where cus-
tomers can get information on the
wines before they purchase that
Hiek hopes will add to the store’s
uniqueness. Even without the
kiosk in place, the store was full
of wine lovers who had come from
all over the area to enjoy some
wine.

“We love the Village and we love
wine,” said customer Kolyma Huot
on the reason for coming to the
grand opening. “Let’s do some-
thing we really enjoy!”

Connection reporter Donna Manz con-
tributed to this article.

State Farm Insurance
IN GREAT FALLS

AUTO • HOME • LIFE
HEALTH • FINANCIAL SERVICES

731-C WALKER RD. • GREAT FALL, VA
State Farm Insurance Companies • Home Office Bloomington, Illinois

Like A Good Neighbor,
State Farm Is There.®

www.gstephendulaney.com
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STERLING APPLIANCE
Financing for GE Appliances for qualified applicants. Sterling Appliance Service Contracts, Sales, Service & Parts Counter on all brands.

STERLING
Rte. 7 & Dranesville Rd.• Giant/McDonald’s Shop. Ctr.

 703-450-5453

LEESBURG
Battlefield Shopping Center

703-771-4688

Serving Loudoun & Neighboring Counties for over 30 Years.

We sell Replacement
Water Filters.

Savings Are In The
Forecast

FALL SAVINGSFALL SAVINGS

$329

$399

$19995

GSH25JFT

WINTER SAVINGS

GSD4000N

$54900 $99995 $34995 $34995

JBP23DNWW

JVM15400MPFSS5NJW

GE ProfileTM Energy Save®

Refrigerator w/ External
Dispenser

WDSR21205

FOR THE LAST FIVE years Doherty and Yohe have
come together with other alumni from McLean,
O’Connell and Langley High School for a golf tour-
nament at Herndon’s Centennial Golf Course. Jackie
and Jeff Johnson, owners of Herndon Centennial’s
JJ Deli and 1980 and 1977 McLean High graduates,
respectively, hold the tournament for two reasons.
One is to bring together old friends. “It’s a great way
to get together and not be rivals any more,” said
Jackie Johnson. She said that even though partici-
pants went to three different high schools in the
McLean area in the 1970s, they all knew each other
well, a sentiment echoed by Yohe and Doherty.

“All the guys know each other, no matter if you
went to McLean, Langley or O’Connell,” said Doherty.
“You know if you come here once a year you will run
into all of them.”

THE OTHER REASON JJ Deli has sponsored the
alumni tournament for the last five years is to sup-
port the injured soldiers at Walter Reed Army Medi-
cal Center and their families staying at the Fisher
House. The Johnsons, now Herndon residents,
thought of the annual fund-raiser after Jackie
Johnson went to Walter Reed for a regular medical
appointment in 2003, the first year of the Iraq War.
While eating at the center’s cafeteria and pondering
what charity to support with their holiday drive, the
Johnsons saw an injured soldier walk by. Jeff
Johnson, retired from the Army after 20 years of ser-
vice, and his wife knew the soldiers faced extended
stays at Walter Reed, as did their families staying at

From Page 3

News

Supporting Those Who Serve

Fisher House. Five years later, Jackie Johnson said,
“We’re still in war and it’s important for everyone to
get together and support them.”

Yohe said participating in the fund-raiser for injured
soldiers and families is an honor. “Words can’t express
how you feel about something like that,” he said.

The Johnsons will also host their annual Spirit of
Giving open house with a date to be announced in
December. Community support for the event has out-
grown their house, so it has been held at JJ Deli the
last few years. Monetary donations and gifts for in-
jured soldiers and their families will be collected dur-
ing the holiday drive at JJ Deli. To see a list of de-
sired items, or to learn more about the needs, visit
www.fisherhouse.org.

Jeff Johnson and Dale Evans discuss how
to approach their next hole while playing
in the annual Alumni Golf Tournament for
alumni of McLean, Langley and Bishop
O’Connell High Schools.



12  ❖  Great Falls Connection  ❖  October 8-14, 2008 Great Falls Connection  ❖  October 8-14, 2008  ❖  13www.ConnectionNewspapers.com www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖

Paul Stanley gives the guitar a rest.

“Tokyo Rain” is one of several of Stanley’s paintings
based on the circle.

Send announcements to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encouraged.
For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com.

THURSDAY/OCT. 9
The Influence, Atomic Tom, The

Wellingtons and Mitch Hood. Pop/
rock. 7:30 p.m. $10. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. N.E., Vienna. Call
703-255-1566 or visit
www.jamminjava.com.

Go Native! 7:15 p.m. Learn how and
why to garden with native plants from
Cheval Force, columnist for
Washington Gardener Magazine.
Adults. Oakton Library,10304
Lynnhaven Place, Oakton. 703-242-
4020.

FRIDAY/OCT. 10
 Kate Campbell. Americana/acoustic.

7:30 p.m. $15. Jammin’ Java, 227

Calendar

By Mike DiCicco

The Connection

F
ollowing a European tour
with his seminal arena
rock band KISS, front
man Paul Stanley is com-

ing to the area on a different kind
of tour. The venue for his upcom-
ing show: the Wentworth Gallery
at Tysons Galleria, where Stanley
will appear with a collection of his
acrylic paintings on Saturday, Oct.
11, 12 noon-3 p.m.

Like his band, Stanley’s largely ab-
stract art is big and bold, with bright
colors on large canvases. “I love art
that’s vibrant and has a lot of color,”
Stanley said. “I think life is vibrant.
On its worst day, life’s always a
miracle.” This is why, no matter his
mood, his palette is never somber, he
said. “In a warped way, depression is
as vibrant as anything else.”

Stanley said he was interested in
art from a young age, and he
graduated from the High School of
Music and Art in Manhattan. “I was
originally, according to a lot of
people, a young talented artist,” he
said. However, he added, “I found
I wasn’t fond of people telling me
what to do or how to do it.” So he
found an outlet for his artistic
knack in the creation of a rock band
that is as famous for its visual im-
pact as its music.

STANLEY’S HAND was behind
the makeup and costumes that
helped make KISS world-famous,
as well as some of its set designs,
album covers and apparel. “I al-
ways had a very clear vision for the
band and what I wanted it to be,”
he said. He created the KISS logo
sitting at a table in his parents’
house while he lived there. “That’s
why the two S’s are not completely
parallel,” he said, adding that when
the band’s design team offered to
straighten them, he declined.

He didn’t start painting again

until about eight years ago, when
he was going through a divorce
and a friend suggested he resume
the hobby. “It became a very inter-
esting way of confronting a lot of
things that were going on, and it
turned out to be a journey I’m still
on,” he said. Stanley said he’d had
no intention of showing his art, but
when he hung one of his paintings
in his house, visitors wanted to
know whose work it was.

So he did a few small shows
about four years ago. He has now
done 18 shows in the last year and
a half, “and it’s been successful
beyond anything I could have
imagined,” he said. “If money is a
measure of success, I’m told my art
generated $2 million last year, so I
guess it’s not too bad.” He said he
appreciated the commercial suc-
cess because it meant people con-
nected with his work. “The idea
that I might be a starving artist —
that wasn’t going to happen.”

THE SIMILARITY between his

From Face Paint to Acrylics
KISS singer Paul Stanley appears with his art at the
Wentworth Gallery at Tysons Corner.
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“I think that when you approach something
to please yourself, you can’t go wrong.”

— Paul Stanley

approaches to music and art is that
he sets about both “with the idea
of no boundaries and pleasing
myself,” he said. “I think that when
you approach something to please
yourself, you can’t go wrong. Even
if no one else likes it, you’ve got
one big fan.”

He listed Pablo Picasso, Mark
Rothko and Vincent Van Gogh as
some of the artists who had influ-
enced his work, adding, “Loads of
people have been influences on my
art. I think anything you’re exposed
to will turn up in your art one way
or another.”

The art is not a side project to
his work with KISS, he said. “I
think I give 100 percent to every-
thing I do. I don’t bring paint
brushes onstage, and I don’t bring
guitars into my studio.”

Whatever the art form, Stanley
said he was grateful that he had
been able to do what he loved and
that his work had resonated with
others. “I’m on a journey I’m en-
joying immensely.”

Maple Ave. N.E., Vienna. Call 703-
255-1566 or visit
www.jamminjava.com.

Noel “Paul” Stookey from Peter, Paul
and Mary. 8 p.m. at The Barns.
Tickets $25. Wolf Trap Foundation for
the Performing Arts | 1645 Trap
Road, Vienna. 1-877-WOLFTRAP.

Juniper Lane and The Dance Party.
Rock. 10 p.m. $10. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. N.E., Vienna. Call 703-
255-1566 or visit
www.jamminjava.com.

SATURDAY/OCTOBER 11

Great Falls Volunteer Fire
Department Annual Open
House. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. This year’s
theme is “Prevent House Fires!”,
showcasing the past, present, and
future of the station. Interactive
displays, apparatus tours, games such
as a smoke crawl and children’s fire
hose spray, fire fighter dress up and
more. Free hot dogs and drinks. 9916
Georgetown

Pike, Great Falls.
Bach to Rock. The Bach to Rock Music

School presents a rock band. 4-6 p.m.
at Palladium Civic Green, 1445
Laughlin Ave., McLean. Call 703-288-
9505.

The Iguanas. 7:30 p.m. Zydeco and
Latin rock fusion at The Barns. Tickets
$20. Wolf Trap Foundation for the
Performing Arts | 1645 Trap Road,
Vienna. 1-877-WOLFTRAP.

Riverbend Park Second Annual
Moon on the River Concert, with
the Jim & Ashley Cash Band. 5-7 p.m.
$10. Bring blankets and a picnic.
Riverbend Park. 8700 Potomac Hills
St., Great Falls. 703-421-7210.

SUNDAY/OCT. 12
Saffire -The Uppity Blues Women.

7:30 p.m. Post feminist traditional
blues at The Barns. Tickets $25. Wolf
Trap Foundation for the Performing
Arts | 1645 Trap Road, Vienna. 1-
877-WOLFTRAP.

Old Dominion Chrysanthemum
Society presents a sneak preview to
the 2008 Annual Show, and
demonstrate simple techniques on
how to improve the appearance of
mums and garden flowers for home or
show presentations. Entries will be
received from 2-3 p.m. at the Falls
Church Community Center, 223 Little
Falls Street, Falls Church. Open to the
public. Free admission. Jim Dunne,
703-560-8776.

MONDAY/OCT. 13
Val Emmich and Adam Swink. Pop/

rock. 7 p.m. $10. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. N.E., Vienna. Call 703-
255-1566 or visit
www.jamminjava.com.

TUESDAY/OCT. 14
Laya Pesulima’s Love Jukebox.

Rock. 7 p.m. $10. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. N.E., Vienna. Call 703-
255-1566 or visit
www.jamminjava.com.

Tea Tasting. 10 a.m. Black Teas from
India $20. Cathy’s Corner in the
Village Centre, Great Falls. 703-757-
6209 or
www.greatfallsteagarden.com.

The Riverbend Park Second Annual Moon on the River
Concert, with the Jim & Ashley Cash Band, will be on
Saturday, Oct. 11.

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 15
W. Dudley Oakes, organist and

choirmaster at Saint John
Episcopal Church in Georgetown
who also teaches at several
Virginia and Washington DC
universities. 1 p.m. Free lunchtime
recital. Saint Luke Catholic
Church, 7001 Georgetown Pike,
McLean. 703-356-0670  or
www.musicinmclean.org.

Bryan Greenberg. Acoustic. 7:30 p.m.
$10. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
N.E., Vienna. Call 703-255-1566 or
visit www.jamminjava.com.

THURSDAY/OCT. 16
Tyrone Wells and Jason Reeves.

Pop/rock. 8 p.m. $12. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. N.E., Vienna. Call
703-255-1566 or visit
www.jamminjava.com.

Riders in the Sky. 8 p.m. Cowboy/
western at The Barns. Tickets $30.
Wolf Trap Foundation for the

Performing Arts | 1645 Trap Road,
Vienna. 1-877-WOLFTRAP.

Senior Financial Seminar, 1:30-3
p.m., at the American Legion Post
180, Patriot Hall, 330 Center St. N.,
Vienna. Elder law, retirement
planning, reverse mortgages. Free.
Refreshments will be served. Janet
Renner, 703-625-5736.

D for Dinosaurs. 10:30 a.m. Alphabet
adventures with the Letter D. Age 2-5
with adult. Dolley Madison Library,
1244 Oak Ridge Ave., McLean. 703-
356-0770.

Book Discussion Group. 7:15 p.m.
Call for the book title. Adults. Dolley
Madison Library, 1244 Oak Ridge
Ave., McLean. 703-356-0770.

FRIDAY/OCT. 17
Choralis, directed by Gretchen

Kuhrmann, presents “German
Romantics”. Beethoven’s Choral
Fantasy, Rheinberger’s Cantus Missae,
and music by Mendelssohn, Brahms,
Schumann, Schubert, and Wolff. 8

p.m., at The Falls Church, 115 E.
Fairfax St., Falls Church. Tickets $5-
$25. www.choralis.org or 703-237-
2499.

Eroica Trio. 8 p.m. Chamber music at
The Barns. Tickets $35. Wolf Trap
Foundation for the Performing Arts |
1645 Trap Road, Vienna. 1-877-
WOLFTRAP.

Redeemer Lutheran Preschool
semi-annual consignment sale.
7-9 p.m. Clothes, books, toys,
equipment and accessories for babies,
children and soon-to-be-moms.
Redeemer Lutheran Church, 1545
Chain Bridge Rd, McLean. 703-356-
3567 or
rlpsale@redeemermclean.org.

Pierce Pettis. Acoustic. 7:30 p.m. $15.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. N.E.,
Vienna. Call 703-255-1566 or visit
www.jamminjava.com.

Rude Buddha. Rock. 9:30 p.m. $10.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. N.E.,
Vienna. Call 703-255-1566 or visit
www.jamminjava.com.
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Send School Notes to greatfalls@con-
nectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is Friday.

Forestville Elementary teacher
Kristen Sloan’s alter ego, Perfectly Perplexed
Priscilla, appears on the school’s afternoon
news program on Mondays to present prob-
lems that require students to use critical
thinking and problem solving skills. Stu-
dents have until the end of their lunch pe-
riod on Wednesday to solve the problem;
Priscilla appears on the show on Thursday
to credit the students who answered the
problem correctly and to explain the answer.
Separate questions are posed for the pri-
mary and elementary grades. Along with
the weekly questions are quarterly competi-
tions. For the first quarter of the 2008-09
school year, teams of students are challenged
to design and construct an aluminum foil
boat, no larger than 6 x 6 inches, which will
then compete against other boats to see which
boat can hold the most paper clips.

The Reston Community Players
Teen Ensemble class registration is open
through Oct. 15, for classes beginning Sat-
urday, Nov. 8. www.restonplayers.org or
703-435-2707.

The Washington International Cho-
rus is looking for experienced singers with
least intermediate sight-reading abilities
who can blend well with other singers and
can quickly learn music. Traditional works,
folk and indigenous tunes, new works and
more. Rehearsal on Thursdays from 7-9

p.m. at George Mason High School, 7124
Leesburg Pike, Falls Church. 202-739-9620
or www.washingtoninternationalchorus.com.

Several Fairfax County Public Schools stu-
dents have received certificates for superior
writing in the 2008 Achievement Awards
in Writing by the National Council of Teach-
ers of English. Each participant submitted
a sample of his or her best writing in any
form or genre as well as an impromptu es-
say on a predetermined subject. For 2008,
1,789 juniors submitted portfolios; of that
group, 525 were selected for the Achieve-
ment Awards. The local winners are:

Michael Poandl of Chantilly High
School.

Kenneth Burchfiel and Chelsea
Sparta of  McLean High School.

Matthew Johnson of Oakton High
School.

Sarah Applegate,  Carolyn
McCallister and Emma Pierson of Tho-
mas Jefferson High School for Science and
Technology.

Friends of Vale Schoolhouse An-
nual Fall Fair on Oct. 18, from 11 a.m.-3
p.m., on the corner of Vale and Fox Mill
Roads in Oakton. Children’s games,
moonbounce, pony rides, shopping, used
books and toys, food,  drinks and a bake
sale. All proceeds benefit the upkeep of the
historic schoolhouse. Free admission and
parking. Friends of Vale Schoolhouse
monthly meeting on Oct. 14 at 7 p.m.
www.valeschoolhouse.org.

School Notes

Now!
1,000s
of pictures
of sports,
gradua-
tions,
current
events
and
more—
never
published,
but posted
on the
Web. Free
for evalua-
tion, avail-
able for
prints.

Connection
Newspapers.com

Photo
Galleries
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Schools

C
elebrating the 221st anni
versary of the signing of
the Constitution,

preschoolers and kindergartners
participated in “We’re Writing our
Classroom Constitution” event at
Village Green Day School at Great
Falls. Students as delegates con-
vened the first week of school in
Classroom Conventions to decide
on the articles or rules that they
wanted to include in their Class-
room Constitutions. Teachers en-
gaged their students in a shared
writing activity that resulted in
large and very visual “We the
Classes …” posters. This activity
introduced students to the idea of
rights and responsibilities, and the
freedoms enjoyed in the United
States. “This is an especially im-
portant lesson in the democratic
process this election year,” said
Paula Shapiro, curriculum coordi-
nator for the school.

On the morning of Sept. 17, af-
ter voting and acceptance, stu-
dents, teachers and administrators
assembled on school grounds to
publicly read and sign their Class-
room Constitutions using quills
and ink. A majority of the class-
room rules focused on being kind
and caring. Three-year olds voted
“Eat applesauce with a spoon” as
the most important class rule. The
4’s classes featured rules of “Lis-
ten to the teacher” and “No Push-
ing or Hitting.” Kindergarteners
recited a poem honoring the Con-
stitution. A reading of the pre-
amble of the US Constitution by
the teachers and staff, along with
the singing of The National An-
them, concluded the celebration.
Students returned to their class-
rooms with rousing cheers of
“USA! USA!”

A community-based, non-sectarian pre-
school and kindergarten, Village Green
Day School prepares young students with
an academic foundation for success in
public and private school programs
through a Core Knowledge curriculum.
For more information call Paula Shapiro
703-759-4049.

Children Write Classroom Constitution

Photos by Sylvia Ghorbani/ Village Green Day School

Leap Frogs class of 3 year olds.

Panda Bears class of Kindergarteners.
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Jefferson Funeral Chapel

703-971-7400

Please call for your free brochure
at no obligation to you.

5755 Castlewellan Drive, Alexandria, VA 22315

Funeral & Cremation
Services

• Local Family OwnedOperated.
• Convenient to Neighborhoods.
• New Facility/ Full Service Funeral Home

 with Traditional Chapel and Large     
 Visitation Rooms.

• Substantial Savings without Sacrificing the 
   Quality of Caring Service.
• Courtliest and Professional Caring Staff.

Health notes are for support groups,
exercise classes, blood drives and simi-
lar events open to the public at no or
minimal cost. Send information to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

Great Falls Parkinson’s Disease
Support Group meets on the fourth
Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at
St. Francis Episcopal Church, 9220
Georgetown Pike. The Parkinson Foun-
dation welcomes PD patients and family
members. They are dedicated to mutual
self-help and the enhancement of cop-
ing skills for those with Parkinson’s
Disease. There is no fee. Call Glenn
Lawrence at 703-406-2732.

Meals on Wheels volunteers are
needed for 3rd Mondays and 4th Fridays
on the Vienna/Oakton/Dunn-Loring
route. This volunteer opportunity in-
volves picking up meals from Marshall
High School and delivering to local resi-
dents. Meal deliveries are
Monday-Friday and take about two
hours. Volunteers can deliver on a
weekly, biweekly, monthly, or substitute
basis. Other volunteer opportunities
with Fairfax Area Agency on Aging in-
clude providing transportation to and
from medical appointments or the gro-
cery store, making friendly visits,
helping with light household tasks, and
making social calls. Contact the Fairfax
Area Agency on Aging’s Volunteer In-
take Line, 703-324-5406 or
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/aaa.

Acupuncturists Without Bor-
ders volunteers Nancy Miller and
Sharon Crowell, licensed acupunctur-
ists, will demonstrate the use of
acupuncture for healing stress and
trauma on Nov. 10, at the Dominican
Retreat House, 7103 Old Dominion
Drive in McLean, from 7-8:15 p.m. Sug-
gested donation $15. All donations will
be used to continue AWB’s Veterans
Project, which offers free acupuncture
treatments to veterans and their fami-
lies. www.acuwithoutborders.org.

Lyme Disease support group
meeting Thursday, Oct. 9, 1-2:30 p.m.
Oakton Library, 10304 Lynnhaven
Place, Oakton. Patients and caregivers
welcome. natcaplyme@natcaplyme.org.

Vienna Weight Watchers. Meet-
ings at the Vienna Community Center,
120 Cherry St., S.E., Vienna are every
Tuesday from noon-1:15 p.m. Cost is
$150 for 12 weekly luncheon sessions,
payable in advance. To register call 703-
255-6350.

Vienna Community Center has
open gym for ages 17 and under,
3:30-5 p.m. Monday, Wednesday and
Friday. Call ahead to check on availabil-
ity.

Heart and Sole. Persons with
Parkinson’s Disease are invited to join
an exercise class that meets weekly on
Fridays and Tuesdays at 12:30 p.m.,
at the Vienna Community Center, 120
Cherry St. S.E., Vienna. Care partners
and family members are welcome to
come and assist the PD patient. For ses-
sion dates, fees and information, call
Cheryl Bartholomew at 703-281-1560.
To register, call 703-255-6360 and
specify the “Heart and Sole” class.

Body and Soul fitness classes
recently began. Contact instructor for
more information on individual classes;
visit www.bodyandsoul.org for more
classes. New students receive 15 percent
discount. At McLean Bible Church, 8925
Leesburg Pike, McLean, on Mondays
and Fridays, 9:45-11:15 a.m., free
childcare, call Mary Ward at 703-754-
3722.

Health Notes

Call Specific Agents to Confirm
Dates & Times.

To add your Realtor represented Open House
to these weekly listings, please call

In Great Falls, Salome, 703-917-6467, or salome@connectionnewspapers.com
In Vienna, Don, 703-917-6466, or donpark@connectionnewspapers.com
In McLean, Lauri , 703-917-6460, or lauri@connectionnewspapers.com

To add your Realtor represented Open House

to these weekly listings, please contact:

In Great Falls, Salome, 703-917-6467, or

salome@connectionnewspapers.com

In Vienna, Don, 703-917-6466, or

donpark@connectionnewspapers.com

In McLean, Lauri , 703-917-6460, or

lauri@connectionnewspapers.com

Great Falls
10605 Good Spring Ave $699,000 Sat 1-4 Scarlet Lovell RE/MAX 703-858-9108

11401 Jordan Ln $900,000 Sun 1-4 Dianne Van Volkenburg Weichert 703-759-6300

10941 Woodland Falls Dr $1,470,000 Sun 12-4 Susan McFalls Weichert 703-760-8880

10612 Allenwood Ln $1,600,000 Friday 5-8pm Leslie Hutchison RE/MAX 703-821-1840

721 Ellsworth Ave $1,921,000 Sun 1-4 Karen Martins McEnearney 703-790-9090

Vienna
2665 Manhattan Pl #103 $410,000 Sun 1-4 Kathy Vaughan Ryan Taylor 800-540-3579

2665 Manhattan Pl #110 $414,900 Sun 1-4 Susan Gassman Long & Foster 703-873-3500

1020 Moorefield Hill Pl SW $510,000 Sun 1-5 Irene Lambert Long & Foster 703-726-3412

9510 Liberty Tree Lane  $699,000 Sun 1-4 Carol Dilks Weichert 703-623-4646

LATER THIS MONTH

Falls church
2716 Westford Ct $739,000 10/19 1-4 Laura Davis Samson 703-896-5834

McLean
1636 Westwind Way #164 $319,000 10/19 1-4 Frances Rudd ERA Elite 703-359-7800

OPEN HOUSES
SAT/SUN October 11th & 12th
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Faith Notes are for announcements
and events in the faith community. Send
to greatfalls@connectionnewspa-
pers.com. Deadline is Friday.

Dr. Max L. Stackhouse will speak
on Saturday, Oct. 25, at 9:30 a.m. about
“Civil Society and Public Theology in a
Global Era” Dr. Stackhouse is an or-
dained minister in the United Church of
Christ and a theological ethicist with
wide ranging interests that include eco-
nomic ethics, public theology, global
missions and the encounter of world
religions. Immanuel Presbyterian
Church, 1125 Savile Lane, McLean.

Contact Dan Thomas at 703-356-
3042 or dthomas@ipcmclean.org.

Robyn Muncy, U.S. historian
from the University of Maryland,
will analyze the Progressive Party of
1912 in relation to today’s politics.  In
that first modern presidential election,
Teddy Roosevelt and Progressives called
for an activist government to “human-
ize” capitalism: to defend the interest of
workers and consumers against the
power of corporations. What lessons do
yesterday’s Progressives have for us to-
day? Admission is free. Sunday, Oct. 26,
at 11 a.m., at the Northern Virginia
Ethical Society, 225 Nutley St. N.W.,
Vienna. www.esnv.org or 703 437 3161.

All Souls Day Concert on Sunday,
Nov. 2, at 4 p.m. Saint Luke Festival
Choir, Paul Skevington, artistic director,
and Cheryl Branham, conductor, per-
form the Rutter Requiem and Barber’s
Adagio for Strings. The program fea-
tures choir, organ, cello, oboe, flute, and
harp. Adults $15, seniors and students
$15. Saint Luke Catholic Church,
7001 Georgetown Pike, McLean. 703-
356-0670 or www.musicinmclean.org.

Soul Walk, sponsored by Faith
At Work. Join kindred spirits to notice
the sacred space all around us, watch
the river flowing, leaves falling, herons
and hawks hunting. Feed your soul and
enjoy community on a 3 mile moderate
hike near Great Falls. 3-6 p.m. Free. For
directions and reservations, 703-237-
3426 or co.clickandpledge.com/
advanced/default.aspx.

St. Thomas Episcopal Church,
8991 Brook Road, McLean, will hold a
Pumpkin Sale from 11 a.m.-7 p.m.
weekdays and 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturdays
and Sundays, October 12-31. Proceeds
benefit the church’s Outreach Program.
703-442-0330.

Intensive Centering Prayer Re-
treat, from Tuesday, Oct. 28 at 7
p.m.-Sunday, Nov. 2 at 11 a.m. Fr. Bill
Sheehan will speak on Centering Prayer
and some follow-up practices that sup-
port prayer in secret, e.g. Forgiveness
Practice, Welcoming Prayer, Lectio
Divina and how they help awaken
within the fruits and gifts of the Holy
Spirit. Fr. Sheehan and the Sisters will
be available for private conversations
throughout the retreat. Introductory
sessions on the practice of Centering
Prayer will not be offered; it is required
that you have a well-established center-
ing prayer practice for more than 6
months, and preferably at least a year.
Cost for the 6-day retreat is $425 with
a $100 deposit. Call Michele Litton at
703-669-6255 or mglitton@aol.com.
The Dominican Retreat House,
7103 Old Dominion Drive, McLean.
703-356-4243.

Western Fairfax Christian Min-
istries is looking for volunteers to
provide food baskets at Thanksgiving
and Christmas. Western Fairfax Ministries
will provide information about a family in
need, and the volunteer will deliver the
basket(s) directly to the sponsored family.
Contact Pam Ryan at 703-988-9656 or
volunteer@wfcmva.org.

Faith

Prefinished Flooring

On Sale

w w w. p a r k c a r p e t . c o m

Dulles
23430 Rock Havenway #130

 703-661-3999

50% OFF50% OFF
National Karastan MonthNational Karastan Month

Arlington
4748 Lee Highway
703-524-7275

Assembly of God
Vienna Assembly of God ... 703-938-7736

Washington Christian Church...703-938-7720
Cristo Es Mi Refugio...703-938-7727

Baha’i
Baha’i Faith for Northern Virginia ... 703-821-3345

Baptist
Global Mission Church ... 703-757-0877
Peace Baptist Church ... 703-560-8462

Bethel Primitive Baptist Church ... 703-757-8134
Cartersville Baptist Church ... 703-255-7075
Fellowship Baptist Church ... 703-385-8516

First Baptist Church ... 703-938-8525
The Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877

Vienna Baptist Church ... 703-281-4400
New Union Baptist Church... 703-281-2556

Buddhist
Vajrayogini Buddhist Center... 202-331-2122

Church of the Brethern
Oakton Church of the Brethern ... 703-281-4411

Catholic
Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877

Our Lady of Good Counsel ... 703-938-2828
St. Athanasius Catholic Church ... 703-759-4555

St. Mark’s Catholic Church ... 703-281-9100

Charismatic
Christian Assembly ... 703-698-9777

Church of Christ
Berea Church of Christ ... 703-893-7040

Disciples of Christ
Antioch Christian Church ... 703-938-6753

Episcopal
Church of the Holy Comforter ... 703-938-6521

Church of the Holy Cross ... 703-698-6991
St. Francis Episcopal ... 703-759-2082

Jehovah’s Witness
Jehovah’s Witnesses ... 703-759-1579

Lutheran
Emmanuel Lutheran Church...703-938-2119

St. Athanasius Lutheran Church... 703-455-4003

Methodist
Andrew Chapel United Methodist ... 703-759-3509

Church of the Good Shepherd ... 703-281-3987
Dunn Loring United Methodist ... 703-573-5386
Ephiphany United Methodist ... 703-938-3494
Great Falls United Methodist... 703-759-3705

Oakton United Methodist ... 703-938-1233
Vale United Methodist ... 703-620-2594

Wesley United Methodist ... 703-938-8700
Smith Chapel United Methodist ... 571-434-9680

Non-Denominational
Christian Assembly Church ... 703-698-9777

Presbyterian
Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church ... 703-560-6336

Korean Central Presbyterian ... 703-698-5577
Vienna Presbyterian ... 703-938-9050

Quaker
Langley Hills Friends...703-442-8394

Seventh-Day Adventist
Northern Virginia Christian Fellowship ... 703-242-9001

Vienna Seventh Day Adventists ... 703-938-8383

Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Fairfax ...  703-281-4230

Unity
Unity of Fairfax ... 703-281-1767

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET
VIENNA, VA

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

Dr. KENNY SMITH,
PASTOR

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

To Highlight Your Faith Community
call Karen at: (703) 917-6468
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Sports

See Saxons,  Page 19

See Roundup,  Page 19

By Jason Mackey

 The Connection

I
t was a familiar scene in color only.
Sure, the green uniforms with “Sax
ons” glowing across the front in gold
lettering evoked memories of last

year’s Liberty District final against Woodson
as the Cavaliers donned their white and blue
tinged with red.

Though still two weeks away, district tour-
nament time is fast approaching and that’s
generally a cue for those colors to clash,
for Langley and Woodson to renew a field
hockey rivalry.

But, with a significant amount of losses
from that 2007 Langley team which reached
the district final and Northern Region semi-
finals, only the uniforms remained static
when these two met at Woodson High
School on Monday night.

“It’s a different year for us this year,” said
Saxons coach Jennifer Robb, following a 3-
0 loss that dropped her team’s record to 3-
10 overall, 0-4 in the Liberty District. “We
lost 13 kids off of last year’s team, which is
a whole lot of talent to lose, but we have a
lot of great kids and we’ve lost a lot of close
games.”

NOT THAT THE losses have curtailed
Robb’s enthusiasm. Never one to silently
pace up and down the sideline, Robb
jumped up and down frequently on Mon-
day, encouraging clear attempts and be-
moaning missed opportunities.

At one point, comically, Robb even made
a mid-game stop at the scorer’s table to fig-
ure out exactly how many shots her team
had surrendered. With an opening half full
of offensive pressure from Woodson, Robb
figured there’d be some gaudy number star-
ing back at her, but, really, it wasn’t all that

bad. It was certainly less than Robb ex-
pected.

“I was surprised by the shots because I
felt like they had [the ball] down in our
circle a lot,” said Robb, whose team surren-
dered eight shots, eight penalty corners and
three goals in the opening half. “It felt like
we were constantly in [our] circle during
the first 20 minutes of the game, but they

definitely had offensive possessions in the
circle that were quite difficult for us to de-
fend against.”

Robb has turned to a different batch of
players this season. Her three senior cap-
tains, Katy Wingo, Cate Wilson and Maggie
Kovacs, have all done a more-than-admi-
rable job of shouldering the load. Kovacs

The three-day pickleball
competition, held from  Sept. 30
through Oct. 2 at the Thomas
Jefferson Community Center in Ar-
lington, was the final event in the
2008 Northern Virginia Senior Olym-
pics (NVSO).  Gold, silver and bronze
medals were awarded to seniors in
four age groups:  50-59, 60-69, 70-
79 and 80-89. A Gold medal in men’s
doubles went to  David Sandidge
(60-69 age group) of Vienna.

Over 500 seniors, 50 years of age
and over, competed in this year’s
NVSO, which was sponsored by the
cities of Alexandria, Falls Church and
Fairfax and the counties of Arling-
ton, Fairfax, Loudoun and Prince
William. Gold Patron sponsors were
Goodwin House Incorporated,
Greenspring Village, Sunrise Senior
Living, Humana, BB&T and Verizon
Wireless; silver patrons were  Real-
tor Debbie Miller, McEnearney &
Associates and Ruxton Health of Al-
exandria. For more information, call
703-228-4721 or check the website
at www.novaseniorolympics.com.

More Senior Olympics Notes:  Ten-
nis and diving competitions in the
2008 Northern Virginia Senior Olym-
pics  were held  at Wakefield Park,
Annandale and Lee District Park,
Franconia.  A gold medal in diving
was awarded to Muraji Nakazawa
(age group 50-54) of Herndon.  At
Wakefield Park, a gold medal win-
ner in tennis singles went to Jean
Barsaloux (women 60-69) of
Leesburg. In women’s doubles, Jean
Barsaloux and Harriet Middlebrook
(women’s 60-69 doubles) of
Leesburg earned a gold. In mixed
doubles, Gordon Shingleton of  Ster-
ling and Fern Walmer of Potomac
Falls earned a gold in the 80-89 di-
vision.

The swimming competition was
held Sept. 26 at Lee District Park in
Franconia. Gold medals in breast-
stroke were awarded to James Chang
(men 70-74) of  Oakton; Bruce
Herbert (men 75-79) of  McLean;
and  J.R. Cassidy (90-94) of McLean.
In backstroke, Dan Elliott (men 55-
59) of Great Falls earned a gold. Gold
medals in freestyle were awarded to
Muraji Nakazawa (men 50-54) of
Herndon and Daniel Elliot (men 55-
59) of  Great Falls. In the half mile
race, a gold medal went to James
Chang (men 70-74) of Oakton.

The 26th annual Northern Virginia
Senior Olympics drew a record num-
ber of new participants with 186 new
athletes registered to compete for the
first time. A total of over 500 adults
registered and competed in more
than 25 events held at eight differ-
ent venues in Alexandria, Arlington,
Annandale, Fairfax and Franconia.

The Langley Saxons and
McLean Highlanders are two of
more than 20 local high school and

Roundups

An Uphill Climb

Photos by Robbie Hammer/

The Connection

 Maggie Kovacs, pictured here
sweeping a ball Monday night
in a 3-0 loss at Woodson, has

also given Langley a lift.

“It’s a different year
for us this year.”

 —Jennifer Robb

With 13 players gone
from last season’s
19-2, Langley field
hockey must rebuild.

Langley’s Katy Wingo has been one of three senior leaders for coach
Jennifer Robb this season. Wingo scored two goals and saw significant
time on the Saxons’ 19-2 team a year ago.
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Located 8209 Watson Street in McLean
at Tysons Corner behind Crate & Barrel

703-288-0057

Personalized Sport-Specific Training
serving local community youth in
quality baseball/softball instruction
& strength training.

Our comprehensive approach to
training the whole athlete reduces
injury & improves performance while
building confidence & character.

Players Edge Training Center

Winter Baseball Training Camp
Registration Now Open!

www.PlayersEdgeTraining.com

From Page 18

Roundups

Photo by Robbie Hammer/

The Connection

Langley High girls’ cross
country runner Carolyn
Shaw (right) races at the
Monroe Parker meet sev-
eral weeks ago. Madison’s
Brigid Byrne (left) is also
competing. The Liberty
District Championships are
scheduled to take place
Oct. 22 at Burke Lake Park.

college volleyball teams partici-
pating in “Digging Pink” through-
out October. Both of the local
teams will dedicate upcoming
matches to cancer awareness and
raising funds for research toward
better understanding of the dis-
ease. The Saxons will “Dig Pink”
when they meet visiting Robinson
on Oct. 7. The Highlanders, mean-
while, will “Dig Pink” in their Oct.
14 match against Langley at
McLean.

Organized by The Side-Out
Foundation, “Dig Pink” is quickly
becoming the largest high school
and college volleyball event dedi-
cated to raising funds for breast
cancer. October 2008 marks the
inception of the “Dig Pink” rally,
and organizers have established a
goal of raising $350,000.

From Page 18

Saxons Count on Postseason

Sports

totaled two goals and four as-
sists last season, while Wilson fin-
ished with five goals and two as-
sists. Wingo chipped in with two
goals and an assist.

Still, because of last year’s tal-
ent, Langley’s depth and experi-
ence beyond those three was un-
even.

“[The postseason experience]
was great, but unfortunately I
don’t have that many kids on my
team that have experience against

Woodson,” Robb said. “I have six
seniors on my team and only three
of them ever saw any time on the
field last year. I don’t have a lot of
kids that have that experience.”

IN LAST YEAR’S Liberty Dis-
trict final, Woodson avenged a
regular season loss to the Saxons
and notched a 2-1 win, courtesy
of Shelly Montgomery’s goal with
14 seconds left in the second over-
time period. For Langley, the loss
snapped a 17-game winning
streak.

But in the region tournament,
Langley appeared to bounce back
behind efforts from midfielder
Faith Adams, forward Katie Knapp
and goalkeeper Kelly German —
three players who were lost to
graduation – and the Saxons
reeled off two straight wins.

An eventual loss to Oakton
ended Langley’s season and has
even served as a motto: Even
though the losses might come
early, there’s always the
postseason.

“We know that it comes down
to the district tournament and the
regional tournament and that
nothing is over,” said Robb, whose
team squared off with South Lakes
on Tuesday night, which ended
after The Connection went to
press.

“That’s the great thing about
field hockey is that we still have
our opportunities to make our
place known, and hopefully we’ll
come out here in a week or two
and we’ll play better.”

By Rich Sanders

The Connection

T
he Madison High football
team continued its win
ning ways last Friday

night with an 18-14 come-from-
behind win over Langley. The Lib-
erty District game took place at
Langley.

Madison (4-2) won its fourth
game in a row since an 0-2 start.
The Warhawks, a younger squad
compared to last year’s successful
Div. 5 playoff team, will look to
make it five straight wins when
they play at W.T. Woodson this Fri-
day night.

Langley (3-3) lost its second
straight since beginning the sea-
son 3-1. Two weeks ago, the Sax-
ons lost to unbeaten Oakton, 42-
3. They were looking to get the
bad taste of that defeat out of their
mouths when they hosted Madi-
son.

The Saxons opened up the

game’s scoring with a four-yard
touchdown run by David Helmer
(29 carries, 164 yards) in the first
quarter. Madison’s James Devens
kicked a 44-yard field goal in the
second quarter to get the
Warhawks within 7-3 at halftime.

Madison Edges  Saxons in Football
Warhawks storm
back in second
half to garner
Liberty win.

Photo by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connectiomn

Langley running back Derek Eklund (32) and the Saxons will be at Stone Bridge this
Friday night.

Langley took a 14-3 lead in the
third quarter on another four yard
TD run by Helmer, but Madison
scored the game’s final 15 points.
Warhawk running back Sasha
Vandalov (19 carries, 106 yards)
scored on running plays of one and

two yards out, and Devens nailed
a 34 yard field goal to complete
the game’s scoring.

Langley will be on the road this
Friday night to take on unbeaten
Stone Bridge, which will be cel-
ebrating its Homecoming.

Build Your
Community

Support Your
Local Businesses.

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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EmploymentEmployment

ADMIN. ASST.
Vienna  tax  consulting  firm  has  part  time
position (20 to 25 hours a week) for detail-
oriented, energetic, multi-tasker individual. 
Proficient in Excel and Word. 
Fax resume to 703-448-9833 or e-mail to 
scurtis@taxdocs.com

CASHIERS WANTED

Franconia Sunoco
Competitive Pay and Benefits
Call Wayne at 703-971-4111

DENTAL FRONT DESK
35 hrs/wk, M-Th, no eves/wknds. Good  sal-
ary. Benefits.  Mature,  hard  working. Expe-
rience and computer skills  helpful.   Oppor-
ty for growth.  Fax resume (703) 273-4212

DRY CLEANING DELIVERY
P/T.  Growing  service co seeks delivery 
person for local route. Qualifications: driv-
ers  lic,  lift  30 lbs,  people skills.   Hourly 
pay.  Flex hrs.  Call  Brenda  703-243-8229

FLORAL DESIGNER
Experienced  preferred  for  Full-Time 
position for Florist shop in Mclean. 
Company benefits. Call 703-356-9377

FREE TUITION AND TRAINING
REAL ESTATE CLASSES NOW

FORMING IN VIENNA!
Join our team and receive the best

training, technology and marketing as well as a full 
package of Real Estate services.

We are committed to our agents so you can 
work harder for your clients and produce

more business with higher earnings.
BE YOUR OWN BOSS TODAY!!!

For free information, call
Dave Eaton@(703) 272-2303

GYMNASTICS INSTRUCTORS
Gymnastics instructors needed for 
Herndon, VA gym school.  Full time 
and part time positions available. 
Call Marty or Leah (703) 471-6088.

HAIR STYLIST/ 
SALON CHAIRFOR RENT

Upscale Hair Salon in Vienna is seeking a 
Hair Stylist with clientele. Salon chair 
available for rent. Great location, friendly 
environment. 

Call 703-851-5279

HOUSE CLEANERS
PT/FT. M-F.  Day work.  Sal. range  $10-14/hr. 
Will train. Car necessary. Call 703-255-0746

MEDICAL 
RECEPTIONIST/ ASSISTANT

Fast paced podiatry practice in Reston 
seeks  friendly,  organized,  task  oriented 
Receptionist/Assistant   to   care  for   our 
patients.  F/T position. Full benefits to 
include  medical, dental &  profit sharing.   

Call Lauri: 703-437-6333,  
Fax resume  w/salary reqs  703-437-7837 
or e-mail  donandonna2002@verizon.net

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

• Extended Care Counselors
$8–15/hr

• Music Co-Teacher
College Degree Required

Send resumes to: resume@nysmith.com
FAX: 703-713-3336
Web: www.nysmith.com

Nysmith School
Preschool - 8th Grade

Hiring for Fall

Mad Science
703-536-9897

MAD SCIENTISTS!

www.madscience.org/dc

$27 to $37/class hour
Instructors needed for fun after school clubs
in area elem. schools. Exp. working with kids
a plus and MUST HAVE CAR. Flex PT. Must

be available 2 days/wk (M-F) by 2 pm.
Science background not required.

Our summer workers have returned to
school. Ideal for students/others. Flex
Schdules. Sales/svc. PT/FT. Conditions
apply. All ages 18+. Call Mon. – Fri. 9-5

703-359-7600

PART TIME
OPENINGS

Great Pay!

PT Admin Assistant
for small medical practice in North 

Arlington. 20-25 hours a week, flexible, 
ideal for moms with kids in school, 

pleasant, low stress. $15.00. 
Fax  resume to 703-875-0434. 

SEEKING PERSONAL TRAINER
Exclusive high-end studio in Tysons area 
seeking cert./exp. trainers for evening 
shifts. Contact Mike at 703-356-4006 or 
mikeboland@studiobfitness.com.

BUSINESS OPPORTY

Convenience Store
Crystal City Office Building Location

+ others within the beltway
Retail Franchise
New Locations

Call 785-272-8529 x2

0401-6

0316-1

SEE YOUR NAME IN PRINT!
Be the first person to fax in the correct crossword puzzle answers

each week, and we’ll put your name here! Fax the completed
puzzle, with your name, the puzzle number, and the time and date

of the fax, to the Crossword Puzzle Desk, fax #703-917-0998.
The winner of puzzle #0331-6 is:

Doug Grimes
Note: Due to space limitations, the crossword may not appear from

time to time. In that case, you may look on our Web site:
www.connectionnewspapers.com and click on the “Print Editions” button.

It should appear in a newspaper from a different Classifieds zone.
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ClassifiedClassified

Foster Care/Adoption:
Make a difference in the life of a child 

who needs you.
Be a foster or adoptive parent and help a child and 
learn new ways to teach positive behaviors. Gener-
ous monthly stipend; 24-hour support; ongoing train-
ing provided. Call Phillips Teaching Homes, (703) 
941-3471 ext. 217, for more information or visit our 
website. www.phillipsprograms.org Training starts 
the October 28, 2008

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
AT&T intends to file an application to construct a cellular tele-
communications tower at 2807 North Glebe Road Arlington, in 
Arlington County Virginia 22207. AT&T is publishing this no-
tice in accordance with Federal regulation 37CFR1.1301 et 
seq, the National Environmental Policy Act and the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation 36 CFR 800. The project ref-
erenced as “Richmond” will consist of the installation of a 13.9-
foot by 20-foot elevated steel platform on the rooftop of the 
building. The platform will contain two equipment cabinets, two 
future cabinets, and associated equipment. Power, telco, and 
grounding conduits will extend from the platform on non-pene-
trating sleepers to the exterior of the building. The conduits will 
then be routed down the exterior of the building to the ground 
floor behind a metal shroud that is painted to match the exteri-
or of the building and will run parallel with the Verizon existing 
cables once inside the building to the boiler room. The place-
ment of new antennas that will be located southeast of the ex-
isting Verizon communications equipment compound. Two sets 
of panel antennas will be installed on new ballasted skids and 
one set of panel antennas will be installed on the exterior wall 
of the western stairwell wall painted to match the building at a 
height of approximately 70 feet. Parties interested in submit-
ting comments or questions regarding any potential effects of 
the proposed facility on Historic Properties may do so in writing 
by contacting Carolyn Mitchell, AT&T, at 7150 Standard Drive, 
Hanover, Maryland 21076 or c/o markos9@atcassociates.com

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
Cricket Communications, Inc. is proposing to install new wire-
less telecommunications antennas on an existing water tower 
located at 247 Nutley Street, Vienna, Fairfax County, Virginia.
The new facility will consist of antennas collocated at a center-
line height of 106 feet on the existing 124-foot water tower.
Additionally, Cricket Communications, Inc. proposes to install 
support equipment within the existing fenced compound. Any 
interested party wishing to submit comments regarding the po-
tential effects the proposed facility may have on any historic 
property may do so by sending such comments to: Project 
61085763-SLF c/o EBI Consulting, 6876 Susquehanna Trail 
South, York, PA 17403 or via telephone at (717) 428-0401

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Novena to St. Jude: May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be 
adored, glorified, loved and preserved throughout the world, 

now and forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray for us. St. Jude, 
Worker of Miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, help of the 

hopeless, pray for us. Say nine times a day for eight days.
It has never been known to fail.

Thank you, St. Jude. Publication must be promised. 
Thank you St. Jude. J.K

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail.

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464 • Fax 703-917-0992
E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.
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26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

28 Yard Sales

Huge Garage Sale/Mclean
1200 Ballantrae Ln 

Sat./Sun 10/11&12 9am-3pm

Multi-Family Yard Sale 
McLean, 1621 Maddux Lane 
10/11, 8-12 Furniture (some 
upscale), rugs, h/h treasures, 
books, art and more!! 

29 Misc. for Sale

Hardwood Artisans Twin 
Loft bed, solid oak w/ upgrade 
English Oak stain (looks great 
with antiques) Solid hardwood 
decking (no slats), allows for 
young children-college age 
and easier to make. 5 step 

ladder allows for small 
children. Perfect condition, 

2 years old, 
retails for $1725 new 

www.hardwoodartisan.com, 
For Sale $600, phone 

703-868-1461

100 Music

Piano Lessons-
your home

Guitar, Clarinet, Flute, 
Saxophone, Drums +

more
Serving Northern Va.

Traveling Teachers
703-385-8229

We tune pianos too!

102 Instruction

Grades K-6 
Tutor in your home

Specialist: 
Read/Write

20 yrs exp in N. Va area
703-553-0183

CLASSIF
IED

NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

The future
comes one day

at a time.
-Dean Acheson

EmploymentEmployment

AUTO REPAIR 

Technician

Min 2 years exp
Reston location

Competitive Pay and Benefits
Call Ken at 703-435-1200

COMPANION CARE
Part-time to possible full-time.  Flexible 
hours - day, night or live-in: help 
elderly/disabled with basics like transporta-
tion, cooking, cleaning, companionship. 
Not medical.  Medicare & social security 
contribution, employer-assisted benefits, tax 
witholding, bonuses.  CAR REQUIRED. 
VA/DC/MD.  (703) 839-2545, (301) 650-
4169;  www.careforyou.us

SNOWPLOW CONTRACTORS
Looking for snowplow contractors with 
equipment to service commercial prop-
erties.  Call 410-421-9557,  9am - 4pm.

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships
Available

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. Call John Lovaas, 703-917-
6405 or email internship@connection
newspapers.com

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Call 703.582.2110
For Additional Services

see our website:
www.Petesdriveways.com

Asphalt, Concrete and Brick
Residential and Commercial

Resurfacing, Repair, Resealing
Sidewalks, steps, Patios
7AM – 11PM • 7 Days/wk

Pete’s Driveways
www.PetesDriveways.com

ASPHALT ASPHALT

JUANITA’s CLEANING 

SERVICE
Serving Nova since 1981

Good References
Bonded Insured

Reliable/ Free estimates

703-913-4285

Y & Y CLEANING
13 yrs Exp. 

Excellent Refs, 
Guaranteed Satisfaction,

Call Yamilet 

703-967-7412

CLEANING CLEANING

I.A. Electric
E L E C T R I C A L  S E R V I C E
3 0 1 - 6 5 5 - 4 2 4 4

Commercial/Residential • 20 Years Experience
Master Electrician • Insured and Bonded
BEST RATES in Montgomery County!

RECEIVE A $20 DISCOUNT
with this ad on minimum of $150!

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Bashian American Builders
Professional, Quality 

Home Remodeling & Renovations
*Custom cabinetry and trim,

*Kitchens, *Baths, *Basements,
*Additions, *Handyman services

703-357-2652 / 703-496-7767
No job too small

EFH Construction
Int/Ext Remodeling • Kitchens

Baths • Basements • Additions etc.
Residential/Commercial  – 20 Years Experience

Class A License & Insured

No Job too Small

703-401-5785

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-803-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@yahoo.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

“Call For Special Promotions”
Countertops, Floors, Cabinet

Replacements & Refinishing, Cust.
Painting, Complete Interior Remodeling
Free Estimates • Excellent References

Call Thomas Martins

703-327-1889
Established 1988

KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING

703-242-6285
213 Mill Street, N.E. • Vienna • RonWheatonKitchens.com

50% OFF
Kitchen Cabinets
Custom / Semi-Custom

(From Now until Nov. 2008)

Ron Wheaton
C U S T O M  K I T C H E N S .  I N C .

Now is the time to build the
kitchen of your dreams.

At Ron Wheaton Custom Kitchens, Inc., we can
turn your dream of a new, designed kitchen into
a reality at a fraction of the cost. During our pro-
motion, all cabinetry will be offered at 50% pric-
ing through Nov,2008.

Call us today and take advantage of the savings
while they last. Let our professional designers,
expert installers, electricians and plumbers assist
you with everything...from the creation of your
floor plan to the installation of your cabinents
and countertops.

Don’t delay, call us today at Ron Wheaton
Custom Kitchens, Inc., to start the creation of
your custom kitchen...at an incredible savings.

KITCHENS KITCHENS

Trees & Plants | Walls & Walkways| Ponds
Patios | Lighting | Sod Installation | Much More

*Free Estimates*
703.919.4456

Design &
Installation

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

ABV Decorators
Painting & Wallcovering Specialists
Interior - Exterior - Since 1970

Drywall Repair - Wallpaper Removal
Power Washing - Deck Sealing

All Work Guaranteed - Good References
Licensed & Insured - Very Reasonable Prices
703-425-2329 - 703-314-6930

10% discount
with this ad

PAINTING PAINTING

C&M PAINTING
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 

PAINTING
DRYWALL REPAIR

WALLPAPER REMOVAL
Licensed   Insured    Bonded      FREE ESTIMATES

703-250-4241

CALIBER ROOFINGCALIBER ROOFINGCALIBER ROOFING
•Cedar Shakes •Shingles

•Repairs •Reroofs

•Flat Roofs

Licensed & Bonded

703-968-9871

ROOFING ROOFING

Since 1981 VA License
#2705 023803

CLEANING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

Beneser Cleaning 
Service 

Homes, offices, businesses, 
Affordable, reliable, 

excellent refs. Weekly, 
bi-weekly or as needed. 

15% discount on first 
cleaning. Call Reyna 

703-533-7413
703-409-6121

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

LAWN SERVICE

Group Rates Avail.!

PINNACLE
SERVICES, INC.

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

703-354-4333

20 YEARS EXP.

• Wood Replace & Wrapping
• Pressure Washing,
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

metrogutter.com

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,

yard, construction debris
Low Rates    NOVA

703-360-4364

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

FALL SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

PAINTING PAINTING

GUTTER

GUTTER
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KITCHEN &
BATH DESIGN

Class A Lic. Insured

Refacing,
Facelifts,

Basements,
Decks, Porches

MichaelsRemodeling.com

703-764-9563
Since 1979 Free Est.

Bigsculpture.org

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Retaining Walls
Fall Clean-Up • Drainage Solutions

PAINTING

PLOUTIS PAINTING
& CONTRACTING

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING
GENERAL CARPENTRY & MORE

OVER 48 YEARS EXPERIENCE
*FREE ESTIMATES

Mention Ad for 10% Discount

703-360-1215
WWW.PLOUTISPAINTING.COM

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

IMPROVEMENTS

Now! Complete
Print Editions

Online!
The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

As a long-time customer server, I have
had ample opportunities to do what I’m
supposed to do; do what is right; and to
do what is above and beyond, sometimes
all together and sometimes independent
of one another. As such, I feel somewhat
qualified to discuss some of the customer
service I receive and some of the
customer service that I don’t receive. And
though $4 per gallon gasoline and $4.29
per gallon for home heating oil doesn’t
exactly put me in the best of moods, I’ll
try to be reasonable in my rant.

To quote the actor Peter Finch, in his
role as “deranged ex-anchor,” Howard
Beale, from the 1977 release of the
Oscar-winning movie, “Network,” “I’m
mad as hell and I’m not going to take it
anymore.” And furthermore, I have
decided that I am no longer going to
confront the foot soldiers, those front-line
customer-servers with whom
customers/consumers initially and most
often engage, in their pursuit of truth,
justice and what was once the American
way, fairness. Henceforth, I am going to
stop dealing with the infantry and follow
Lt. Col. Sherman Potter’s advice to Radar
(from the long-running television show,
M*A*S*H): “Always go to the top, Radar.”
To which Radar responded, “You’re closer
to it than I am, sir.”

Well, I’m not any closer to the top than
Radar was, but I am as close to a
telephone as anyone else is, and since I
am extremely comfortable and capable
speaking on it, I have decided to
complain up. The lack of on-site
accountability has forced my hand — and
fingers. No longer will I mumble in
disbelief when treated disrespectfully, no
longer will I grin and bear it when
“policy” gets in the way of courtesy and
this customer’s satisfaction, and no longer
will I attempt to resolve disputes with in-
house management while backing up a
line of frustrated customers waiting
impatiently. I will remain calm. In fact, it
will be as if I’m Katie Winters from the
Secret brand deodorant commercials
from yesteryear, “I will be cool, calm and
collected.” I will simply ask for a phone
number for someone in customer
service/customer relations at the main
office/regional/corporate level to whom I
can speak at a more convenient time.

I have never been a squeaky wheel,
but after years of getting greased and
neglected, of being disagreed with and
generally speaking, taken for granted, I
am officially mad as hell and I am now
going to start doing something different
about it. Enough is enough!

It is too difficult, especially in this
economy, to make the money I make,
incur the expenses I do and pay the bills I
must, simply to be treated as if there’s
plenty more where I came from. And
there may very well be, but that fact
doesn’t feed or assuage this bulldog. I’m
done, locally.

In the future (heck, make that the
present), I will be communicating my
dissatisfaction to those in a position of
authority. I am not going to waste my
breath or expend my energy complaining
to the unempowered person standing in
front of me. I am going to follow Sherman
Potter’s advice. I have tried the other way
and it doesn’t work. It’s time to start at
the top and work my way down. Wish
me luck. I’ll probably need it.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

You Make
The Call

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Letters to the Editor

To the Editor:
As a member of the Tysons Task Force, I

am concerned about key aspects of the re-
port submitted to the Fairfax Board of Su-
pervisors on Sept. 22. I believe the Task
Force lost credibility with the public in pro-
posing densities far in excess of scenarios
vetted with the public or even perceived in
the outreach process.

The most glaring omission in the report
is the lack of traffic analysis. It was our
understanding that the density levels would
go through the transportation and infra-
structure analysis before any report was is-
sued. The Task Force should not have ap-
peared to endorse densities until the related
analyses were completed and members
were able to review and use them in form-
ing recommendations. The Board of Super-
visors instructed the Task Force to mitigate
traffic impact of development, yet we
moved ahead without the related traffic
study, thus being in non-compliance with
one of the most basic tasks we were as-
signed.

The report acknowledges the importance
of adequate infrastructure to support the
redevelopment of Tysons, the need for a fi-
nancing plan for this infrastructure, and the
phasing of development consistent with the
availability of infrastructure. I strongly ad-
vocated these concepts, but the information
in the report on public utilities is inad-
equate. The list of new public facilities re-
quired is based on County analysis of the
impact of serving 100,000 residents and
200,000 jobs, and was based on an assump-
tion of 114 million square feet of develop-

ment, not the increased densities projected
in the report. Requirements for stormwater
management, water supply, and wastewa-
ter management are vaguely stated, with
no cost estimates provided, nor any indica-
tion of how much of the costs will be borne
by taxpayers.

The report refers to a future of 100,000
residents, yet there is only cursory reference
to schools. Original scenarios vetted with
the public cited a shortage of some 86 el-
ementary classrooms, 1/2 a middle school,
and 1/2 a high school. The new density lev-
els are so far beyond these scenarios that
the school issue must be addressed.

The report cites the need for new urban
standards for parks and recreational facili-
ties, but the standards under consideration
would both short-change Tysons residents
and have a significant negative impact on
recreational facilities in neighboring com-
munities. The report is thus inconsistent
with the Task Force goal of protecting sur-
rounding communities.

The average absorption rate at Tysons has
been roughly one million square feet per
year. The proposed densities are far, far
greater than realistically possible, and pro-
posals that each station be at same density
are faulty, particularly at the two malls.

I hope the Planning Commission and the
Board of Supervisors will address these con-
cerns as county staff begins to draft the new
Comprehensive Plan.

Amy Tozzi
McLean

Member of the Tysons Task Force

Unrealistic Densities in Tysons Report

To the Editor,
In your last edition a simple typographi-

cal error creates a major misconception
about the finances of the McLean Commu-
nity Center. In the article “MCC Cuts Tax
Rate” you state that the existing operating
fund was “more than $10 million” and the
“total operating fund is expected to grow
from $10,825,476 to $11,476,201 in the
2010 fiscal year.”

The funding in question is really the end-
of-year fund balance. This is the surplus
made up largely of vaguely defined pots of

money resulting from the windfall in tax
receipts created by the bubble in housing
prices and the refusal of MCC Governing
Boards to reduce the tax rates correspond-
ingly. Even in FY 2010 the pot grows by
$959,424. I have proposed reducing this
growth to zero, leading to a reduction in
the tax rate to 1.83 cents (say 1.90, to give
the MCC the benefit of the breakage).

John B. Walsh
McLean

Putting Numbers in Perspective

The Connection welcomes views on any public issue.
The deadline for all material is noon Friday. Letters must be signed.

Include home address and home and business numbers. Letters are
routinely edited for libel, grammar, good taste and factual errors. Send

to:

Letters to the Editor
The Connection

7913 Westpark Drive
McLean, Va. 22102
Call: 703-917-6444.

By fax: 703-917-0991.
By e-mail: info@connectionnewspapers.com

Write
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